China YES Plan

I’m very sorry that I can’t be here today for the first day of your class.  When I get back to class tomorrow I’ll tell you all about the course that I’m taking and the swag that I’m scoring as part of a class that I’m taking.  Who says that teachers don’t do things for the money?  Anyway, I’ll see you on Friday.

We will spend the next 11 days learning intensively about China.  The class will be a combination of hands on activities and academic work.  Some of the things we learn and activities we do will be based upon your interests.  Please don’t be shy telling me what you’re interesting in learning.

As of now, here’s the plan:

Chinese conversation

Chinese writing and calligraphy

Geography of China

Historical overview

Current issues such as One Child Policy, US trade relationship, the 2008 Olympics, Taiwan situation, and Tibet

Travel and tourism

Economic development of China

Chinese philosophy- Confucianism, Taoism, Buddhism

Chinese healing arts: Feng Shui, tai chi, herbal medicine, acupuncture

A typical schedule might be as follows:

1-1.5 hours/day of language study, including spoken and written Chinese

1-1.5 hours/day for projects and research

1-1.5 hours/day Chinese movies and documentaries

1 hour/day for hands-on activities, such as calligraphy, art, mah jong, cooking, etc….

On Thursday, June 6, 2008, we will be going to Boston to shop (and practice Chinese language) in Chinatown, eat a dim sum lunch, and visit the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, Massachusetts.  You will need to fill out permission slips, bring $5 for museum admissions, and money for lunch/dinner and shopping.  We will leave the high school at 7 AM and return around 8:30 PM.  We need at least one more chaperone for the trip, so I would appreciate it if you could convince a parent to come along with us.
I would also like to plan some more trips to Albany and around the Rutland area.  Since we can’t get a bus, our ability to do so will depend on getting a few of your parents to drive members of the class.  Please tell me if you think this might be possible.

