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US HISTORY, HONORS
Mr. Eisenman
Email: reisenman@rutlandhs.k12.vt.us  
web site:  http://rutlandhs.k12.vt.us/eisenman 

Syllabus and Grading

Welcome to the honors section of US History. I’m excited that you have made the commitment to challenge yourself academically this semester.  I believe that hard work, creativity, curiosity, achievement, and fun fit together perfectly.  I like to think of history as the story of people and their creations.  We will examine art, music, dance, sports, architecture, politics, religion, economics, culture, food customs, gender relationships, law, race relations, family issues, and geography.  Often working collaboratively on projects, you will have many opportunities to tailor your learning to your own personal interests.  You will be asked to be both analytical and creative.  There is a significant amount of required reading, writing, and speaking every day.  You can expect homework almost every night.  When possible, we will use a variety of computer technologies for research and presentation of material.  Throughout the course, you will be exposed to a lot of primary sources, including video images, music, photographs, and writings.
COURSE CONTENT
I. (Review Ancient US-Reconstruction

a. Pre-Columbus America

b. Early contact- Guns Germs and Steel

c. Comparison of early colonies
d. American Revolution/Constitution

e. Women in the 19th Century

f. US expansion

g. Civil War/Reconstruction

II. Rise of Industry and the West

a. Settlement of the West

b. 19th Century Native American issues

c. Industrial Revolution

d. Immigration

e. Progressivism

III. US Imperialism, 1890-1913 (Spanish-American War and acquisition of Hawaii and the Panama Canal)
IV. World War I, 1914-1920
V. Jazz Age and the Great Depression
a. Social, Cultural and economic changes

b. Great Stock Market Crash

c. Great Depression

d. New Deal

VI. World War II: 
a. Rise of fascism, 
b. Holocaust,
c. War at home and abroad

d. Japanese internment, 
e. atomic bomb
VII. Origins of the Cold War
a. Origin of Cold War

b. Korean War

c. McCarthyism

d. Bay of Pigs

e. Cuban Missile Crisis
VIII. Post WWII Domestic life

a. economic growth, suburbanization, conformity and repression 

IX. Social upheaval, 1960’s-1970’s

a. Election of JFK and LBJ 
b. Civil Rights and other rights
c. Vietnam, 
d. Watergate, 
e. Iran-Hostage Crisis

X. 1980 to the present
OBJECTIVES 

· To develop effective study and research skills for independent and collaborative learning
· To write effectively in various formats. 

· To read critically and interpret a range of primary documents
· To effectively use the skills and techniques practiced by historians to interpret the past.

· To learn basic facts and trends in US and world history during the 20th Century. 

· To gain an appreciation of how history affects the present and how all of us are part of the historical process

GRADING

· Quizzes, homework 20%;
Homework and in class work is generally graded on as follows:  100 (outstanding work) 95 (meeting standard) 75 (below standard 0 (did not complete assignment).
· Tests, essays, Projects 60%
· Participation-20%;
* Always a prompt (no tardies) and regular attendant.  Always arrive with book, handouts, writing instrument, and other materials;
* contribute to group and class dynamics by eliciting feedback from others and helping to keep group on task;
* participate actively and regularly in group work by offering ideas and asking questions;
* listen respectfully when others talk, both in groups and in class;
* participate actively and regularly in class discussion and clearly demonstrates having read all assigned materials on time;
* Never disruptive
*Appropriate use of the computer

POLICY FOR LATE WORK


Late projects and essays will lose 10 points for each day late.  After 5 days late, I will not accept the assignment for credit.  You will receive extra credit for any previously submitted work that you revise.  Daily homework assignments may not be submitted late for credit.

If you are absent during a testing day, you will have 5 school days to arrange a time outside of class to take the test.  If the test isn’t made up within 5 days, you will receive an automatic zero.


If you are absent from class, it is your responsibility to ask me what you missed and how you can make up the work.  Upon your return to class, you need to hand in any assignments that were due on the day you missed.  If you know ahead of time that you will be absent, you must make arrangements to make up work that you will miss.  You should also check the class web site for homework posting.  

GENERAL POLICIES
1. LANGUAGE/HARRASSMENT:  Profane, vulgar, or harassing language will not be tolerated.  Please use a respectful tone at all times.

2. TARDY:  Arrive to class on time and prepared, which includes bringing a pen, paper, textbook (when required), handouts, and homework.  Multiple tardies will result in detention.

3. RESPECT:  Treat your teacher and your classmates with respect.  This includes listening respectfully when your teacher or your classmates are addressing the class.  Your active contribution to class discussions is vital to your success in the class.  Please raise your hand before talking.  Debate is strongly encouraged, but no personal attacks will be tolerated.  Be POLITE to others.

4. RESPONSIBILITY OF LEARNING:  Take responsibility for your own learning.  If you are having difficulty with any aspect of the course, please tell me so that appropriate arrangements can be made for you to get help.

5. LEAVING CLASS:  Students must use their passbooks and are only permitted to go to the bathroom, the nurse, or a pre-approved place.  Inappropriate or excessive use of the pass will result in teacher detention.  You may not go to the cafeteria or the school store during class hours, unless the teacher approves a class trip.    

6. SAFETY:  Maintain safety and civility.

