Japanese “Arts” Presentation Project


For this assignment, you will research a topic of your choice relating to the culture of feudal Japan.  (Optionally, you may research some aspect of the Renaissance, Reformation, Ottoman Empire, Mughal Empire, European exploration, or China during the Ming or Qing Dynasties.)  The final product should be a demonstration or exhibit, such as an original work of art, literature, poetry, etc… in the style that you researched.  You may create a multi-media presentation with visuals, a video, play, model, or hands-on demonstration.  Be creative.  It’s your chance to learn how to do something.  It would be a great benefit to teach your classmates too.  You will be required to make a short presentation about your research.  

This assignment will count as a test grade.  You will have approximately 2 class periods to do research.  The majority of work needs to be done on your own time.  This project should be done individually, but may be done with a partner with my permission. 


-Research Japanese Edo era food customs and cuisine, the role of women, samurai values, dress, Christianity, and Zen Buddhism, castle architecture, or martial arts during the Tokugawa era.  Present examples.


-Research and perform Kabuki theater, write Haiku poetry, conduct a tea Ceremony, make a Zen ink painting, make a wood block print, or design a Zen rock garden.

-Research about Sinan, the Ottoman Empire’s most famous architect and build a model.


-Research about the Taj Mahal or other Mughal architecture;  Build a model.


-Research Sufi or Sikh religious beliefs.


-Design a ship for exploration and trade during the 15th and 16th Centuries.


-Research Chinese arts such as Ming and Ching pottery, drama, literature, silk making, or food traditions;  Present examples

For Japanese links see class links on my web site (http://www.mauhs.org/eisenman/links_WH2h05.htm) and the links page on the “Teacher PowerPoint: Japan” on the class website.  

This is a partial list.  You may come up with your own ideas.  However, I would encourage you to pick one of the Japanese topics as you will likely find that information will be more readily accessible.  I can also provide you with many resources and ideas.  
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